FIRST IMPRESSION: Hustler
debuts its 49-foot Widebody
Esprit de Soleil, a diesel-
powered rocket that proves to
be an extraordinary addition
to the New York builder’s
stable of high-guality
musclecraft. by Brett Bayne

PHOTOGRAPHY B FOTOGEAAPHER C08d

i3« HOT BOBT.+ MAY 00




ESUN

wster Powerbogls has oreated a
MIMDr INAUSry Out of EEDl.:’:I'Ig
unadullieraied excess within the
confines of ds heraldad line of offshore
Poweroals, 8 st EI?E[II.' oast expmpiies tll.'
modets such as the 388 Slingshot. 40
oot Sport, the 50-1ool Power Yacht and
1his esaRs] Bahamaoih: 1ha 43-0001
Widebody Espril 98 Solail
Powered by four 440
Yanmar diesels with Tri-

“It felt
like we could go

hamnony wiih he comments al ane HoT
Boat test driver im Bliami, who wrake fin
pari). “It fell ke we could oo from Mami io
the !":.'I':';.'E-. and Once we got there, wad
be gl set—the geEneraios - runnimg i -]
air condifioning.”
The boat bagan e as a joint profect
with a Eursgaan Company, with
ih@ lepandary Famg Buzs on
bBoand 1o asan 1he bottom
B descendant ol s

max surtace drives, the  TNOM Miami to the HE‘]E, world-famous racing

4G-footer s a 23,000-
pound luguny crusar thal
cames Iram & rich all

defined by meticulous rig-

ging and instelaton standands
Hor Boar snared the first model ouwt of

the mold. an extraordinany addition 1o the
Hustler stabde that mixes flourishes of
Eurpsiyling with Amencanized fouches
throughout, as wall as ona of e most
lavish layouls and sxacubons avaikables
o iaday's parlormance powerboaier, | he
builder's aggresaive new regime contin-
ues to demonstrate the ability to
build high-guality musclecraf
and its creafive eforis ara
furthaer sharpenad
oefmng This
SLanding desagn
Hustler

oul

has crafted the 48
ool Espril de Solsidl to ba dependabéa
parlicularly with respect to maintenance
Cruisaiity and rl -|r_:-||I5,' wiare o walch
words, The company anvisionad a boat
115w condd laka From Miami b Ky

West or 1a the Bahamas on a single bad
ol gas {the boat holds up to 439 gallons of
diesel fuel). This concept was in parect

and once we got there,
we'd be all sei—the gen-
Shore racing hentaga Elﬂtﬂ‘l'ﬁ "““li“! thﬂ ﬂil'
conditioning.”

hull}. The boat boaste
almost savan feat of
hmadrogm balow, with
sleeping accommodalions
for lour peaple. The Espril
da Soleil was conceivad o
spand much of i1s Iime crulsing at
around 60 mph, but vaih the capsbdity al
approaching &0 mph a1 ful throtie, with a
price iag undar 51 millzn. The mammoth
rig, which spoarls a beam of len leat, is
clgary pasftionad o compato wih com
pErable boats by Magrum and Sunssansr
and comes wiin a huge amay of standgan
features and |uxury options {including a
flzt, widescrean TV, DVD player. XM Satet
Iie radic, Surround Scund and full galiey
with ice makear in 1ha cockoit). In additian
o ol the enl@rainment goodies, he boal
sparls fhe alorarmes
mir condiboning, &3 well 3s oher craglure
comiors, The boat, lealuring 22 degress
ot deadnss, will acocommadate s 1o eighl
passengsrs guite easly. Bahind the hupge,
flat sunbathing lounge anea |s a giant stor-
age area to deposit your gear. The boat is
massne in size, bt it's also extraor
dgdinanly comfortable. F and firnish
.. Inrousghoal was excallent—all
|+ Ihe more Impredsive, seeing
II'N"‘-.-. B3 [I'5 ha frat boal out af the
mold. Rigging was good to oul

5 | 3
AL tha helm: Four sats of gauges, one
for pach engina, adorn tha ver y sarge
dash, but you'll likely find yoursalf masiy
rlgrasied in viewing the tachomaiars
[hi diash also leglures & mashes ignilion
swoich panel on the port side, alang with
independent loogle switchea o fire aach »
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SPIRIT OF THE SUN
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continuously and ndelingely a1 70 mph, &
long as thera was fusl aboand. At iop me,
wiz agraad that the top speed of 729 we
very impressive. Back olf the rpm same
what, and you'll reach your crising rang
Hera you'll tind your best ride and yon
ideal spad for luel economy,

Despite welghing in at 23,000 pourds,
ihe boat feets consadarably lighter. i's ime
e5ling Yo note that the sudace drives lend s
unique feal o the steering, In the eary
phases of our test, it didn track parfectly
straight: W fall like we were chasing the
eleenng wheal b keep it in a staight ing.
But a5 we becarme mone famikar with 1
boat's personality, he feal camea o 1= wih
a litlle seal ima, and tha racking chak
ngis dimmished. | didn mealize that &
dicin't N that much inpud inbo the whael”
owr driver condessed). As we e our i
ard right turns, the boat was very try, We
noted & wiration zone during accelers:
fign—a harmeonis growl that may derke
tram fhe cavitation of e prop's blades afe
Ihe fums. However, due fo the four push
poirits” and tha tomue, we did not ssam &
Inse a iof of speed in the furms:; & simply
rofis over and you get & little mors weted
ared. Admittedy, our crew has imied ope
riance with this partcutar setup, buf a3 (e
technology continues 1o advance, and ha
boals condinue to row, we're sure io see
mene of thiam, and we expect our famila-
ity with the dirive systam 1o devilop as wel.

This Hustler is roomy, cruisabla and
{ast—a remarkably impressive showcss
maching ffars a ot of boat for the meny
and a kot of mpressive power. While Hes-
Her is upbeat aboul marke! acceptarce,
fompany reps ane realistc about nfrodue
irg i STAS, 000 luxury crsses B this dur
ing & shaky economy and a volatie gicbd
climate {lo say the least]. Still, the Esri
de Solall remains a boat 1o be oplimisi
aboul—atier al, s name masns: sl o b
sun,” and Hustler is balfing that cusfomen
will wiant o fodow this Sun, [ ]




